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hills rising behind them. It is the walk of Thyrsis and The
Scholar Gipsy and I looked into Ferry Hinksey Church,
I shall take Ruth up it with me some day. Mrs, B. wants
to know her* Dissatisfied with yesterday's lecture I worked
in the evening, and in the garden before breakfast this
morning, at to-day's: which, as a result perhaps, has been
a great success*

To Samuel Looker                                             July 30,1923

MY DEAR LOOKER,

I am so glad to hear your good news.1 I hoped you
might get something, as Mr. Meredith wrote back a
letter which showed he had been altogether interested in
seeing you and also in what I had told him about you,
They are a distinguished firm, and your wonderful in-
dustry and ability have now put your foot firmly on the
first rung of the ladder, and I feel sure you will mount
it steadily, I am sure they are very lucky to get a man
of your combination of brains a.nd character. The two
do not always go together.

Thank you, too, for your long letter about Christina
Rossetti, S. Augustine, Pascal and Trollope, J. Austen,
etc. Your reading is amazing. But I wonder whether you
don't go a bit too far about C.R. I must look out the
poems you mention. Great as she is, or rather extra-
ordinarily fine and pure, I think she is monotonous. I
should have thought the lyrics in The Princess alone put
Tennysbn far above her. And then think of T.'s variety
stretching from The Revenge to In Memoriam and from
The Northern Farmer to The Two Voices, Ancient Sage,
Crossing the Bar, etc.!

Yours sincerely,

JOHN BAILEY.

Please thank Mrs. Looker for her kind message and
congratulate her for me. I am sure she has played a real
part in your success,

*   Referring to Mr. Looker's appointment a* publitber'i reader to
- Constable ,fc Co.